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Alternative Funding Sources for Hearing Aids and/or 
Assistive Listening Technology: 04/26/10 

ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL ASSOCIATION FOR THE DEAF, INC. 
The Alexander Graham Bell Association for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (AG Bell) is a lifelong resource, 
support network, and advocate for listening, learning, talking, and living independently with hearing loss. 
Through publications, outreach, training, scholarships, and financial aid, AG Bell promotes the use of 
spoken language and hearing technology. AG Bell financial aid offers support and resources for people of 
all ages that have suffered hearing loss. It also offers a comprehensive list of other organizations that 
offer free or financial assistance for hearing technology, such as hearing aids and TTY technology. 
For more information contact:  
Alexander Graham Bell Association for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
3417 Volta Place NW 
Washington, DC 2007 
202-337-5220 V 
202-337-5221 TTY 
202-337- 8314 Fax 
E-mail: info@agbell.org 
Website: http://www.agbell.org/ 
 
AMERICAN SPEECH-LANGUAGE-HEARING ASSOCATION (ASHA)  
You may wish to contact the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association for information on 
insurance coverage of hearing aids and related services. ASHA keeps abreast of current developments 
and changes in the coverage of hearing health care expenses by private insurance, Medicaid, and 
Medicare. For more information, please contact: 
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association 
2200 Research Blvd. 
Rockville, MD 20850-3289 
301-897-5700 V/TTY  
800-498-2071 V/TTY 
800-638-8255 V/TTY 
email: actioncenter@asha.org  
Website: http://asha.org/ 

 
AUDIENT 
This is an alliance for accessible hearing care developed by Northwest Hearing Care, an affiliate of 
Northwest Lions Foundation for Sight & Hearing.  The AUDIENT program helps income qualified 
individuals access hearing care at a very low cost.  Please contact them about annual income 
qualifications and to obtain an application.   
901 Boren Avenue, Suite 810 
Seattle, WA  98104 
PH: (206) 838-7194 
FAX: (206) 838-7195 
Toll Free: 1-877-AUDIENT (283-4368).   
Website: www.audientalliance.org 

 

Div i s ion  o f  Aud io logy  
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BETTER HEARING INSTITUTE 
Not-for-profit organization with the mission of educating the public and medical profession on hearing 
loss, its treatment and prevention.  
1444 I Street, NW, Suite 700 
Washington, DC 20005 
(202) 449-1100 Voice  
(202) 216-9646 Fax 
1-800-EAR-WELL 
Website: http://www.betterhearing.org  

 
BUREAU FOR CHILDREN WITH MEDICAL HANDICAPS (BCMH) 
The Bureau for Children with Medical Handicaps (BCMH) is a health care program in the Ohio 
Department of Health (ODH).  BCMH links families of children with special health care needs to a network 
of quality providers and helps families obtain payment for the services their child needs. 
BCMH's mission is to assure, through the development and support of high quality, coordinated systems, 
that children with special health care needs and their families obtain comprehensive care and 
services that are family centered, community based and culturally sensitive. 
BCMH is a state-administered program that operates within ODH. BCMH receives funding for services 
from the federal Maternal and Child Health Block Grant, state general revenue funds, county tax funds, 
third-party reimbursements and donations. BCMH promotes early identification of children with 
handicapping conditions and treatment of those children by appropriate health care providers.  
Major components of the program include: conducting quality assurance activities to establish standards 
of care and to determine unmet needs of children with handicaps and their families; funding services for 
the diagnosis and treatment of medically eligible conditions; collaborating with public health nurses and 
local health departments to assist in increasing access to care; supporting service coordination for 
children with selected diagnoses; and assisting families to access and utilize appropriate sources of 
payment for services for their child. 
Ohio Department of Health 
Bureau for Children with Medical Handicaps 
246 North High Street 
P.O. Box 1603 
Columbus, OH 43216-0118  
Telephone: (614) 466-1547 
Fax: (614) 728-3616  
E-mail: BCMH@odh.ohio.gov  
 

CHILDREN OF THE SILENT WORLD  
Assists low-income children with purchasing hearing aids. 
P.O. Box 2425  
Cridersville, OH  45806  
Website: http://www.metroevents.com/silent/  
 

CIVIC / SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS 
Many community service organizations receive charitable donations to purchase hearing aids and other 
devices for low income deaf and hard of hearing people. Clubs often recondition hearing aids and donate 
them to individuals in need. Many of these organizations are listed in your telephone directory: 

 Granges: http://www.ohiostategrange.org/ 

 National Easter Seal Society: http://www.easterseals.com/ 

 March of Dimes: http://www.marchofdimes.com  

 Telephone Pioneers of America: http://www.telephone-pioneers.org/ 

 Kiwanis Clubs: http://www.kiwanis.org/ 

 Rotary Clubs: http://www.rotary.org/ 

 Optimist Clubs: http://www.optimist.org/ 

http://www.betterhearing.org/
mailto:BCMH@odh.ohio.gov
http://www.metroevents.com/silent/
http://www.ohiostategrange.org/
http://www.easterseals.com/
http://www.marchofdimes.com/
http://www.telephone-pioneers.org/
http://www.kiwanis.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
http://www.optimist.org/
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CRIPPLED CHILD RELIEF, INC 
Can help anyone of any age – low to medium income levels with financial assistance applications for 
hearing aids, ALDs, etc. 
Marilyn Blore or Anne Marie Hennen 
5742 Rhode Island Ave. N.  
Minneapolis, MN 55428  
(763) 533-0759 
(763) 550-0176 
Website: http://www.mnplan.state.mn.us/star/program.html?Id=7  

 
DISABLED CHILDREN’S RELIEF FUND 
Provides assistance to families of children with disabilities, with preference for children with physical 
disabilities and little or no health insurance. Grant requests accepted between March and September. 
P.O. Box 89 
Freeport, New York 11520  
(516) 377-1605 Voice 
(516) 377-3978 Fax 
Website: http://www.dcrf.com/ 

 
DOROTHY AMES TRUST FUND 
Assists children in New England states with hearing aids and assistive technology. 
Christine L. Cook, Assistant Vice President Trust Officer  
Key Trust Company of Maine 
P.O. Box 1054  
Augusta, ME 04332-1054  
(207) 623-5527 Voice 
(207) 623-5662 Fax  

 
EASTER SEALS 
Over 400 local service centers with varying services; some assist low-income adults and children with 
hearing aids and other rehabilitative devices.   
230 West Monroe Street, Suite 1800 
Chicago, IL 60606 
(312) 726-6200 Voice  
(312) 726-4258 TTY  
(312) 726-1494 Fax 
1-800-221-6827 Toll-free 
Website: http://www.easter-seals.org/ 

 
FOUNDATION FOR SIGHT & SOUND 
The Foundation for Sight & Sound has partnered with EarQ Group to provide hearing aids to individuals 
with limited financial resources. 
P.O. Box 1245 
Smithtown, NY 11787 
(631) 366-3461 
E-mail: info@foundationforsightandsound.org 
Website: http://www.foundationforsightandsound.org/projects.html 

 

http://www.mnplan.state.mn.us/star/program.html?Id=7
http://www.dcrf.com/
http://www.easter-seals.org/
mailto:info@foundationforsightandsound.org
http://www.foundationforsightandsound.org/projects.html
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HEAR NOW 
Hear Now is a national non-profit program committed to assisting deaf and hard-of-hearing persons with 
limited financial resources who permanently reside within the United State.  They provides recycled and 
used hearing aids to low-income persons 
6700 Washington Avenue South 
Eden Prairie, MN 55344 
1-800-648-4327 V/TTY 
Website: www.sotheworldmayhear.org/forms/hearnow.php 
 

HELP KIDS HEAR 
Founded by parents of hard of hearing kids and is dedicated to helping parents find the information and 
resources they need in dealing with a deaf/hard of hearing (DHH) child. 
E-mail: info@helpkidshear.org 
Website: http://www.helpkidshear.org/index.html 

 
HIKE FUND, INC. 
Provides low-income children from birth up to the age of twenty years with hearing aids and assistive 
devices. 
The Hike Fund Inc.  
c/o Hike Board Executive Secretary  
10115 Cherryhill Place  
Spring Hill, FL 34608-7116  
(352)  688-2579 Voice and Fax 
E-mail: ceterrill1@aol.com  
Website: http://www.thehikefund.org  

 
HOPE FOR HEARING FOUNDATION AND HEARING AID BANK  
(has moved to JOHN TRACY CLINIC)  
Offers hope, guidance and encouragement to families of infants and preschool children with hearing 
losses by providing free, parent-centered services worldwide.  
806 West Adams Blvd 
Los Angeles, CA  90007-2505  
(213) 748-5481 Voice 
(213) 749-1651 Fax 
(213) 747-2924 TTY 
Toll-free in U.S: (800) 522-4582 
Website: http://www.jtc.org/ 

 
LET THEM HEAR FOUNDATION 
Provides insurance advocacy, which may be helpful in appealing insurance denials of coverage for 
hearing aids and cochlear implants. 
1900 University Avenue  
Suite 101  
E. Palo Alto, CA 94303  
Phone: (650) 462-3143  
Fax: (650) 462-3144  
Website: www.LetThemHear.org 

 

http://www.sotheworldmayhear.org/forms/hearnow.php
mailto:info@helpkidshear.org
http://www.helpkidshear.org/index.html
mailto:ceterrill1@aol.com
http://www.thehikefund.org/
http://www.jtc.org/
http://www.letthemhear.org/
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LIONS AFFORDABLE HEARING AID PROJECT (AHAP) 
After years of research, the Lions developed a low cost, high quality hearing aid which as a little over 
$100 has proven to perform as well as aids that sell for $2,000; available through Lions Clubs in 
partnership with local audiologist 
300 West 22nd Street  
Oak Brook. IL 60523-8842  
(630) 571-5466; ext 615 voice 
Website: www.lionsear.org  
Website: http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/content/programs_hear.shtml 

 
LIONS INFANT HEARING PROGRAM 
Loaner program for infants and youth, usually for a 6 months period, until permanent amplification is 
available. FM Devices also available 
Audiologist (not parents) must contact (612) 626-0946 
E-mail: mcdan011@umn.edu  

 
MEDICAID 
Medicaid does provide some coverage for hearing aids.  If you receive Medicaid services, please contact 
them for more information. 

 
MEDICAL INSURANCE 
Please be sure to check with your medical insurance provider to see if they offer any coverage for hearing 
aids. 

 
MIRACLE-EAR CHILDREN’S FOUNDATION 
This program provides new or reconditioned “Miracle-Ear” hearing aids and service free of charge to 
families who have hearing impaired children age 16 years or younger, with an income level that does not 
allow them to receive public support. Dahlberg, Inc. is a corporate sponsor, which donates hearing aids 
for needy children and underwrites the foundation’s administrative costs. Eligibility for hearing aids and 
other services requires disclosure of complete financial information for individuals residing in the same 
household. 
For further information about the service that Miracle-Ear Children’s Foundation offers, contact: 
Miracle-Ear Children’s Foundation 
P.O. Box 59261 
Minneapolis, MN 55459-0261 
(800) 234-5422 
Website: http://www.miracle-ear.com/childrenrequest.aspx  

 
OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL 
Provides aids and services to hearing impaired youth. 
Optimist International Youth Program 
Help Them Hear Program 
Contact your local Optimist Club 
1-800-500-8130 
Website: http://www.optimist.org/default.cfm?content=/districtdirectory.cfm  

 

http://www.lionsear.org/
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/content/programs_hear.shtml
mailto:mcdan011@umn.edu
http://www.miracle-ear.com/childrenrequest.aspx
http://www.optimist.org/default.cfm?content=/districtdirectory.cfm
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SERTOMA 
Assists low-income persons with purchasing hearing aids. 
1912 East Meyer Boulevard 
Kansas City, MO 64132-9990 
(816) 333-8300 Voice 
(816) 333-4320 Fax 
Website: http://www.sertoma.org/  

 
STARKEY HEARING FOUNDATION 
HEAR NOW is an unincorporated division of the STARKEY HEARING FOUNDATION that gives hearing 
aids to those who fit the financial guideline, complete the application process, and are approved for 
assistance. HEAR NOW is a program of last resort. Therefore, it is expected that all other avenues of 
assistance be exhausted before you apply to HEAR NOW. Other options for assistance are insurance, 
Medicaid, Medicare, Vocational Rehabilitation, and VA. HEAR NOW also considers significant funds in 
checking, savings, CD’s, money market accounts, and other investments as resources to purchase 
hearing aids. To receive a full application packet for the HEAR NOW program, contact 
6700 Washington Avenue South  
Eden Prairie , MN 55344  
800-328-8602 (voice-ask for Hear Now) 
(952) 947-4997 Fax 
Website: http://www.sotheworldmayhear.org 
 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM ASSOCIATION 
(TEDPA) 
State telephone equipment programs can be found here.  These programs vary quite widely in what they 
provide and what their eligibility requirements are, but some provide free or low-cost telephone equipment 
to eligible residents. 
Website: www.tedpa.org/  

 
TRAVELERS PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIP TRUST FOR THE DEAF 
AND NEAR-DEAF  
Provides assistance for mechanical devices, medical care, and/or specialized education or treatment, to 
those who demonstrate financial need.  U.S. citizens only.  Grants may be used to purchase hearing aids, 
assistive listening equipment, or may help with the cost of a cochlear implant.  
3755 Lindell Boulevard  
St. Louis, MO  63108  
(314) 371-0533 Voice  
(314) 371-0537 Fax  
Website: http://www.tpahq.org (click on “Scholarship Trust” link) 

 
U.S. VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 
All World War I veterans are eligible to receive free hearing aids. Other veterans can receive free hearing 
aids if their hearing loss is at least 50% service-related. Veterans must first contact a V.A. medical facility 
near their home. Veterans of military service may qualify for assistance with hearing aids, assistive 
listening devices, and other rehabilitative services.  

 
 

http://www.sertoma.org/
http://www.sotheworldmayhear.org/
http://www.tedpa.org/
http://www.tpahq.org/
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OTHER SUGGESTIONS 

ATM FINANCIAL LOAN PROGRAM 
Financial loan program to help people with disabilities acquired the assistive technology service or device, 
i.e. hearing aids; they need to become more independent. 
Assistive Technology of MN 
P.O. Box 310 
Maple Plain, MN 55359-0310 
(866) 535-8239 
(763) 479-8239 
Website: http://atmn.org/  
 

CARECREDIT 
It is a Heath Care Credit Card that offers a 3, 6, and 12-months No Interest Plan and a 24, 36, and 48-
months Low Interest Plan.  You will need to check with the audiologist (on-line or in person) to see if they 
accept this plan.  
Website: www.carecredit.com 
 

Health Care Spending Plans 
One of the best ways to pay for these needs yourself is through an employer-sponsored Flexible Medical 
Spending Plan. These plans let you take money out of your pay pretax. This money is used to cover medical 
expenses not covered by your health insurance. Another way to pay is by opening a Health Savings Account. 

Local Agencies/Programs  
Local agencies sometimes receive donations or private funds to assist with various needs. Speech and 
hearing centers may provide hearing aids at a reduced rate for clients who have used their service for 
audiological assessment. Some areas have hearing aid banks that distribute reconditioned hearing aids 
to individuals ineligible for finical assistance. These banks are often affiliated with local service 
organizations such as: 

 United Way: http://national.unitedway.org/ 

 Child Health Centers 

 Speech and hearing centers  

 Organizations for older adults 

 Deaf community centers 

 Organizations for Deaf and hard of hearing people 

 Religious organizations/institutions 

 Hearing aid banks 
 

STARKEY SOUNDCHOICE 
Offers a 3, 6, and 12-months No Interest Plan and a 24, 36, and 48-months Low Interest Plan. 
Website: www.soundchoicefinancing.com  

 
UNITED REHABILITATION SERVICES OF GREATER DAYTON – THE BERRY 
HEARING CENTER 
The Berry Hearing Center has a program that if you put down 50% of the total cost of the hearing aid(s), 
you will have one (1) year to pay the other 50% with no interest.  
4710 Old Troy Pike 
Dayton, Ohio 45424 
(937) 233-1230 – ask for Berry Hearing Center 
 
If you have access to the internet, it is recommended that you do a search for “financial 
assistance for hearing aids,” as there may be further assistance that is not listed above.  

http://atmn.org/
http://www.carecredit.com/
http://national.unitedway.org/
http://www.soundchoicefinancing.com/


http://www.cincinnatichildrens.org/




 

 

For further information, please visit http://www.cincinnatichildrens.org/visit/financial/assistance.htm or contact a 
financial counselor directly at: 

CCHMC Financial Counseling Department 
Local: 513-636-0201 

Toll free: 1-800-344-2462, ext. 0201 
TTY: 513-636-4900 

8 am - 4:30 pm 
Monday through Friday 

 

 

 

http://www.cincinnatichildrens.org/visit/financial/assistance.htm
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KENTUCKY CABINET FOR HEALTH & FAMILY SERVICES 

KENTUCKYUNBRIDLEDSPIRIT.COM 

Commission for 
Children with 

Special Health 
Care Needs S i n c e  1 9 2 4 ,  t h e  K e n t u c k y  

Commission for Children with  

Special Health Care Needs has  

provided care for children with physical 

disabilities. Our mission is to enhance 

the quality of  life for Kentucky’s 

children with special health care needs 

through direct service, leadership, 

education and collaboration.  

 

Twelve offices serve children across 

the state. Commission staff  work with 

families to help them get the care their 

children need.  

Special Children  

Special Needs, Special Care 

For more information, call the 
commission office nearest you: 

Ashland  
(800)-650-1329  
(606) 929-9155  
 
Bowling Green  
(800)-843-5877  
(270) 746-7816  
  
Hazard 
(800)-378-3357 
(606) 435-6167 
  
Lexington Hemophilia  
(800)-333-7359  
(859) 257-6033  
  
Louisville Hemophilia  
(877)-261-3108 
(502) 429-4430 
 
Owensboro  
(877)-687-7038  
(270) 687-7038  
 
Prestonsburg  
(800)-594-7058  
(606) 889-1761 

Barbourville 
(800)-348-4279 
(606) 546-5109 

 
Elizabethtown  
(800)-995-6982  
(270) 765-6982 

 
Lexington 

(800)-817-3874 
(859) 252-3170  

 
Louisville   

(800)-232-1160  
(502) 429-4430  

 
Morehead 

(800)-928-3049 
(606) 783-8610 

 
Paducah 

(800)-443-3651 
(270) 443-3651 

 
Somerset 

(800)-525-4279 
(606) 678-4454 

 
Early Hearing Detection & Intervention (EHDI) 

(877)-757-HEAR 
(877-757-4327) 



Eligibility 

A child can receive services from the  
Commission for Children with Special 
Health Care Needs if the child is a       
resident of Kentucky, younger than age 
21, has a medical condition that usually 
responds to treatment and is covered by 
the program and meets financial          
guidelines. Services are approved as      
required by the patient’s treatment plan. 
 
Patients remain in the program until: 
• they reach the age of 21; 
• they have gained maximum benefit  
 from treatment;  
• they choose to obtain services in  
 another setting; or  
• they no longer comply with treatment 
 plan or program guidelines. 

How to Apply 

Contact the nearest commission office  
and request an application. The request 
can come from a parent or guardian,   
primary care provider, teacher or 
neighbor. You can make an appointment 
to come to a commission office to fill out 
the application. Staff members will tell you 
what to bring for proof of income and 
help answer your questions. 

Programs 
Asthma (Severe) Burn 
Cerebral Palsy  Cleft Lip & Palate 
Craniofacial   Cystic Fibrosis 
Eye   Hand 
Heart  Hemophilia* 
Neurology  Orthopedic 
Rheumatology Otology 
Neurosurgery Plastic Surgery 
Scoliosis  Seizure 
Spina Bifida 

   Programs vary by region 
 
*Also provided for adults. 

Services 

Care Coordination 
Hospitalization 
Surgery 
Lab Test and X-rays 
Medication 
Durable Medical Equipment 
(such as wheelchairs or hearing aids) 
Physical Therapy, Occupational  
 Therapy and Speech Therapy 
Hearing Tests 

Early Hearing Detection & 
Intervention (EHDI) 
Children born in Kentucky have their hearing 
tested before going home from the hospital. 
The staff in the Early Hearing Detection & 
Intervention (EHDI) program can help you 
find services for more testing and resources if 
your child has a hearing loss. Children with 
hearing loss can have normal language skills if 
they get the early support services they need. 
Some children need regular appointments to 
check their hearing if they are at risk for later 
hearing loss. The EHDI program also helps 
these children and their families with           
information about testing and follow-up care. 
Call (877)-757-HEAR (V/TTY) or your local 
commission office for more information.  

Transition Planning 
Children and young people with special needs and 
their families sometimes need extra support in    
reaching the milestones that mark growing            
independence. The commission helps children and 
families with a transition checklist to help them plan 
and prepare for changes as the children grow. 
Whether it is planning to meet  special medical 
needs in school or helping the child and family 
understand and manage a medical  condition at 
home, the commission is there with transition 
planning and parent consultants on staff. 



 
 

 
 

FAMILY FINANCIAL ADVOCATE 
PROGRAM 

 

If you have private health insurance 
and your child has 4 or more medical appointments a year at 

Cincinnati Children’s… 
We can help! 

 

Myth: My family makes too much money to qualify for assistance. 

Fact: There are programs available that can help reduce the burden of 

your medical expenses. A family of 4 could make up to $92,000 a 

year and possibly qualify for assistance.  

 

HELP IS AVAILABLE 

Family Financial Advocates assist families that have health insurance but 

who need additional financial resources to cover medical bills for their 

chronically ill child.  We identify and help families apply for programs 

including: Medicaid, BCMH, Social Security, Developmental Disability 

Services, and Financial Assistance.  Our advocates can assist families 

throughout the United States. In addition, we can assist with complicated 

billing issues.  

 

For more information please contact Jen Stuempel, Family Financial 
Advocate @ 513.803.6478 or via email @ Jennifer.Stuempel@ cchmc.org 
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